CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

The Seeker: The Dark Is Rising 

Other known title(s): 

The Dark Is Rising 

OFLC ref: 

1100692.000 

Medium: 

DVD 

Distributor: 

Roadshow Entertainment (NZ) Ltd 

Director: 

David L. Cunningham 

Producer: 

Marc Platt 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Kathryn Joy Ettema 

Classification: 

Unrestricted: Suitable for mature audiences 16 years of age and over. 


Excisions: No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: Fantasy violence. 

Display conditions: None 

Date of entry in Register: 26 July 2011 

Date of direction to 25 July 2011 

issue a label: 



Components 


Menu: 

Play 

Language Selection 

Scene Selection 

Special Features 


Feature(s): 

The Seeker: The Dark Is Rising 

94:51 

Timed component(s): 

Seeking Signs: Making The Seeker: The Dark 
Is Rising 

42:34 


Shaping Elements: The VXF Of The Seeker: 

15:47 
















The Dark Is Rising 



Extended And Deleted Scenes (x4) 

21:15 


Notices 

1:42 

Total running time: 


176:09 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The DVD was rated by the Australian Classification Board as Parental guidance recommended 
(PG), and accordingly cross-rated by the New Zealand Film and Labelling Body as PG under 
regulation 12(4) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 1994. 

On 20 June 2011, a member of the public sought leave to submit the DVD for classification by 
the Classification Office, as she felt that the PG rating was too low. The Deputy Chief Censor 
granted leave for the DVD to be submitted for classification under the Films, Videos and 
Publications Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). 

The DVD comprises the main feature and some additional components. The feature is a 
supernatural fantasy featuring a young teenaged hero. The extensive images of horror in the 
publication are likely to frighten or upset children, although they are unlikely to cause them 
serious long-term harm. Similarly the fast-paced depictions of historical violence are expected to 
have the same impact This fantasy violence genre is very familiar and popular with teenagers and 
is intended for this market. They will easily place these images into context, although this will be 
more difficult for children. A PG classification is considered insufficient warning of the 
publication's content for parents. The publication is designed for mature viewers and 
consequently is classified as unrestricted: suitable for mature audiences 16 years of age and over 

(M). 

The DVD does not raise issues that make it likely to be restricted. As such the rights and 
freedoms in section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 can be read consistently with 
the FVPC Act and are not impeded in anyway. 



